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100 Webb Way Advance, NC 27006  P: 336-940-3250    F: 336-940-3249  Email: droptine@yadtel.net  www.droptinearchery.com

“To Know Archery You Have To Live It.”
We eat, sleep and breathe archery. In fact, we spend nearly every 

waking moment working to be the best at what we do. You come 

to us with the need to perform – and leave with the confidence 

that we are behind you. We offer you the latest 

archery equipment, tuning services, regular sem-

inars and classes, and have a dedicated staff of 

accomplished archers in our training facility.

Come experience DropTine Archery. 

Hunter  Classes – IBEP Classes – Seminars – Summer Camps – Lessons- Level 
II Instructors – Layaway – Birthday Parties – Equipment Rentals – Kids Trailer 
for Events – Indoor Range – Outdoor 3D Range – Membership Available

Tuesday-Friday 11am-7pm   Saturday 10am-3pm   Closed: Sunday and Monday

Droptine Archery is a proud sponsor of the North Carolina Bowhunters Association

BLACK CREEK
SPORTS SHOP

270 GRACE ROAD 
BENSON, NC 27504

919-625-0825

EAGLES FLIGHT
TRADITIONAL ARCHERY

1626 TROLLINGWOOD-HAWFIELD ROAD
MEBANE, NC 27302

919-563-2682

JOHN’S ARCHERY
PRO SHOP

2039 PORTER ROAD
GREENVILLE, NC 27834
252-227-2114

S&S GRAHAM
ARCHERY RANGE

1700 NORTH MAIN STREET
CHINA GROVE, NC 28023
704-855-1300

FREE TARGET

NCBA Member Discount
Please present this coupon and your 

NCBA membership card at time of 
purchase to receive the discount. May 
not be combined with any other offer. 

Subject to change without notice.

NCBA Member Discount
Please present this coupon and your 

NCBA membership card at time of 
purchase to receive the discount. May 
not be combined with any other offer. 

Subject to change without notice.

NCBA Member Discount
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NCBA Member Discount
Please present this coupon and your NCBA membership card at time of 

purchase to receive the target. May not be combined with any other offer. 
Subject to change without notice.
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Eddie Bridges, Executive Director of the NC Wildlife Habitat Foundation, Holds a framed 
Bob Timberlake art print. Eddie is the ultimate outdoorsman and long-time hunting/fishing 
companion to Bob Timberlake.  Mr. Timberlake has graciously chosen to share this painting 
depicting his favorite hunting spot. This hunt club, founded in 1898 and situated in Eastern 
North Carolina, has been a favorite gathering place for many outdoorsmen (to the likes of 
Babe Ruth and Ted Williams..) to tell stories and tall-tales, relish in the stunning sunrises 
and sunsets, and combine into a trip just about every type of outdoor sportsman’s adventures.  

This painting is titled “A Resting Place.”  It is Duck Blind No. 6 at Camp Bryan Farms.        
It depicts the day coming to an end and the time to rest is near! 

      ***********************************************************************************   
NCBA will be raffling off this framed Bob Timberlake print #75 to commemorate the year NCBA was 
founded….1975. We will sell only 100 tickets at $10 each. Contact us at phone: 336-643-4455 or 
editor@ncbowhunter.com if you want a ticket. Ticket numbers 1 thru 100 are available. The winning 
ticket will be drawn at our Awards Banquet on Feb. 28, 2015, (if we have sold all 100 tickets.)    
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North Carolina

BOWHUNTER
Magazine

North Carolina Bowhunter Magazine 
is the official publication of the North 
Carolina Bowhunter Association. It is 
published quarterly, and we invite letters to 
the editor, comments, pictures, articles and 
stories, recipes, humor and bow- hunting 
tips. Please note - photography should be 
scanned clean and sharp. You may submit 
all items electronically to:

editor@ncbowhunter.com
We reserve the right to refuse the use of 
any material we believe not suitable for 
publishing.

© Copyright 2014 NCBA

This publication may not be reproduced 
or utilized in any form without the written 
permission of the NCBA Executive Council.

Executive Council
President: Andy Smith 
 3910 Efland Cedar Grove Rd.  
 Hillsborough, NC 27278  
 (919) 302-2102  
 andy.n.smith@gmail.com

Past President: Ramon Bell 
& Editor 7796 NC Hwy 68N  
 Stokesdale, NC 27357  
 (336) 643-4455  
 editor@ncbowhunter.com

Vice President: Joey Thompson 
 129 Tabernacle St. 
 Randleman, NC 27317  
 (336)972-1486  
 ncbawhitetail@yahoo.com

Program Chair: David Whitmire 
 2700 Flat Creek Valley Rd.  
 Lake Toxaway, NC 28747  
 (828)553-0083  
 avery@citcom.net

Records Chair: Steve Fox 
 188 Ira Road 
 Boone, NC 28607  
 828-773-6234  
 stevefox4570@yahoo.com

Legislative Chair: Mickey Strader 
 4303 Perquimans Rd.  
 East Greensboro, NC 27407  
 (336)339-9095  
 gbh2hunt@gmail.com

Membership Chair: Jamie Brady 
 5507 Bridgehill Court 
 Greensboro, NC 27406  
 (336)669-0307  
 jebradyjr@yahoo.com

Advertising & Lauren Harr 
Marketing laurenharr.lb@gmail.com 
 336-997-3388

Treasurer: J.R. Stone 
 720 Harold Drive  
 Durham, NC 27712-1518  
 (919)477-7184  
 stoney45@nc.rr.com

Secretary: William Newton 
 454 Lambe Rd. 
 Snow Camp, NC 27349  
 (336)269-2847  
 wddeer@aol.com

Youth Education:  Russell Poole 
Chair PO Box 137 
 Siler City, NC 27344  
 (919)548-0726  
 rrpoole1@embarqmail.com 

Membership Committee
Chairman: Jamie Brady / Central  
 (336) 669-0307  
 jebradyjr@yahoo.com

Co-Chair: Rhiannon Brady 
 (336) 577-5707  
 rhilou76@yahoo.com

Co-Chair: Lee Matthews 
 admin@ncbowhunter.com

Services Rep: Maria Bell  
 (336)643-4455  
 maria_7796@yahoo.com

Northeastern: Wayne Copeland  
 (252)333-0550

Southeastern: J. Connor Tripp 
 (252)244-0368  
 pitchkettlefarm@wmconnect.com

Central: Cody Reed  
 (336)953-8952  
 codyreed357@earthlink.net

Northwestern: John Goad 
 (336)372-2921  
 goad2124@gmail.com

Northwestern: Bryan Hooks  
 (704)873-9573  
 bryanhooks@bellsouth.net

Western:  Bryan Henn  
 (828)651-0465  
 hennhouse02@bellsouth.net 

Associate Council
Camo Coalition: Ramon Bell 
 7796 NC Hwy 68N  
 Stokesdale, NC 27357  
 (336) 643-4455  
 education@ncbowhunter.com

Records V. Chair: Doug Clayton 
 498 Redwine Ave. 
 Shallotte, NC 28470 
 336-669-6777 
 email: archer325@yahoo.com

BCRS Chair: Phillip Hooper 
 5301 Wood Laurel Court  
 Raleigh, NC 27613  
 (919)422-5356  
 pmhooper@nc.rr.com

BABINC Chair: Ramon Bell 
 7796 NC Hwy 68N  
 Stokesdale, NC 27357  
 (336) 643-4455  
 education@ncbowhunter.com

Parliamentarian: Ryan Miller 
BABINC Co-Chair: PO Box 74 
 Cedar Grove, NC 27231 
 (919)201-1774  
 ryan.miller2151@gmail.com

Blood Tracking: Kirk Vaughn 
Program 1016 Old Greensboro Rd. 
 Chapel Hill, NC 27516 
 (919)801-6179  
 ncba_btp@ncbowhunter.com

Banquet Hunts: Donald W. Henderson 
Raffle Chair 12076 Rosman Hwy Lake  
 Toxawy, NC 28747  
 (828)553-3023  
 bacpac@citcom.net

Deer Donation: Steve Graf 
Reg. Chair 9101 Art Rd. 
 Cedar Grove, NC 27231 
 (919)732-6198  
 stephengraf1@gmail.com

Ladies Auxiliary Minette Strader 
 4603 Perquimans Rd. East 
 Greensboro, NC 27407 
 (336)855-6613  
 2hunt@triad.rr.com

IT / CIO:  Lee Matthews 
 admin@ncbowhunter.com 

Associate Council Connie Tysinger 
At Large: 421 Routh Circle  
 Greensboro, NC 27406  
 (336) 272-3000  
 rdbrady@triad.rr.com

 Jim Jordan 
 476 White Plains Rd.  
 Roaring River, NC 28699  
 (336) 696-2729

 Chapter Club 
 Coordinator:  
 Charles Burrow 
 1317 Southmont Dr.  
 Asheboro, NC 27205  
 (336) 301-3505  
 burrowapd@mail.com

North Carolina Bowhunters Association, Inc. 
Membership Policy
NCBA Membership dues are $30 annually and run from 
the month paid. Life Memberships are $450. If you are 
affiliated with a NCBA Local Chapter Club, your dues will 
be renewed as a group on their designated month.
Add payment for patches, license tags, decals and other 
donations etc. to membership dues.
For new memberships, renewals, change of address, 
membership applications, credit card sales, patches, decals, 
tags and other purchases please contact:
Maria Bell, NCBA Member Services
7796, NC Hwy. 68N Stokesdale, NC 27357  
phone: (336) 643-4455  •  email: maria_7796@yahoo.com
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What’s Inside
North Carolina Bowhunters Association  |  Fall, 2014

On the Cover: Colby Patterson (11 yoa)  
w/ Rowan Co. 8 Ptr. (1st deer w/bow).  
122” unofficial gross green score.

PO Box 5046  Horison 1730 South Africa   Tel:  +27 11 675 2422   Fax: +27 11 675 2430   Mobile +27 82 900 0227  or  +27 83 484 5461

Matlabas Game Hunters
Hunt African Plains & Big Game Animals in South Africa 

With Premier Guide & Professional Hunter, Willem Frost

10%SPECIAL
DISCOUNT
On daily rates to all NCBA members

Contact: Old South Adventures
(Ramon Bell) for information
(336)  643-4455
www.matlabas.co.za/hunting

P H O T O  O F  T H E  D A Y

The object of a good 

photograph is to capture 

an image which allows us to 

view something from a little 

different perspective - some-

thing we don’t see normally. 

The image draws us in and 

no matter what the subject 

matter - it allows us the raw 

beauty of the object to shine 

through. This interesting shot 

was sent in by NCBA member 

Bill Sanderson of Asheville, NC.
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The North Carolina Bowhunters Association, Inc. is a fraternal, non-profit organization of bow hunters. NCBA’s main purpose is to help combat anti-hunting groups in an effort to preserve 
your hunting heritage; to assist the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission; and in general, help the cause of the North Carolina bowhunter.  The NCBA remains a strong, viable entity 
fighting for bow hunting rights with a membership that is active and committed. We solicit requests form our membership and urge you to submit your thoughts on what should be considered 
for our legislative agenda.  NCBA Executive Council meetings are held at the Guilford Bowhunters Clubhouse, and all members in good-standing are invited to participate in all discussions.
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Thank You for Sponsoring
Bowhunting in North Carolina.

OUR SPONSORS
P L A T I N U M

   Wake County Wildlife Club - 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014  |  Stanislav Janoch - 2014  |  Drop Tine Archery - 2013, 2014
Hummingbird Bows (Ben & Linda Graham) - 2011  |  Stick and Wheel Archery Club - 2014

G O L D

   Hummingbird Bows (Ben & Linda Graham) - 2012, 2013, 2014  |  N.C. Wildlife Habitat Foundation (Eddie Bridges) - 2011, 2012, 2013
N.C. Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation - 2013  |  Shoe Show & Shoe Dept.  (Bobby Tucker) - 2014

S I L V E R

   Buck Yum, Super Mag (Robert Burns) - 2013  |  Southern Trophy Hunters - 2011, 2012  |  Chapman’s Taxidermy - 2012 
Ben Pearson Archery 2014

B R O N Z E

   Atsko, Inc. - 2013  |  Chapman Taxidermy - 2012  |  Glenn Halter - 2013  |  Heartland Wildlife - 2013  |  Zombie Industries - 2014 
Carolina Traditional Archers - 2013, 2014

CONTRIBUTING SPONSOR

   Carolina Hosiery Mills, Inc. (Teena Koury) - 2011 & 2013, 2014  |  Muzzy Products - 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014
AMS Bowfishing - 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014

Contributions may be in the form of monetary donations; or 

products, goods, services, etc. directly resulting in the NCBA 

realizing measurable monetary income/revenue from these 

donations which meet minimum donation levels

Sponsorship Levels

Platinum  $2000+  plaque
Gold  $1000 - 1999 plaque
Silver	 	 $		500	-			999	 certificate
Bronze	 	 $		250	-			499	 certificate

Contributions	 $		500+	Value	 plaque/certificate

NCBA recognizes both individual and corporate entities who have contributed to various funds which help sponsor and support ongoing NCBA 
programs.These programs are: LAF - Land Acquisition Fund; BDF - Bowhunter Defense Fund; RS - Records System; YEF - Youth Education 
Fund; JRW - JR Wright Memorial Fund; MEF - Memorial Endowment Fund; IMO - “In Memory Of” Fund; PRF - Poacher Reward Fund 
(gifts are transfered to the NCWRC); and the NCBA General Fund (Contributions are distributed to other funds as needed)

“There’s more fun

hunting with the

handicap of a bow than 

there is in hunting with 

the sureness of a gun”
– Fred Bear –

SPRING 2014 | NORTH CAROLINA BOWHUNTER MAGAZINE |  28

Alberta | Saskatchewan
PO Box 501

Marwayne, AB, Canada T0B 2X0
Contact: Neil Johnson
northstar@telusplanet.net

www.northstaroutfitting.com

Aaron Matthews
PO Box 32
Aydlett, NC 27916

       (252) 453-8243                                                                    www.quackkills.com

Swan, Ducks, Geese,Deer, BearSwan, Ducks, Geese, Deer, Bear

Emerald Isle AdventuresEmerald Isle Adventures

8201 Emerald Drive, Suite 7A   Emerald Isle, NC  910.538.2749

www.emeraldisleadventures.com

“Your Complete Source
For Fun On The Water”

Captain Clark Purvis                   Buck
Guide | ProStaff Member
NCBA District Representative

(252) 826-4288
www.roanokeriverwaterfowl.com
PO Box 336
Hobgood, North Carolina 27843

For every hour 
of hunting...
there needs to 
be three hours 
scouting”

“ Eastern North Carolina Hunting Service & Vacation Cottages

(800) 668-7124

“At Conman’s Guide Service
we strive to serve our customers in

a Christian & family oriented setting.
Our goal is to serve our Savior

and witness to his people.”

6693 Shore Drive
Creswell, NC 27928

NCBA Magazine - Spring 2014_hi-res.indd   8-9 7/15/2014   8:47:21 PM



  North Carolina Bowhunter Magazine |  7

CWD & You

Well, apparently there is a lot of political 
pressure for the WRC to do something 
about allowing the transfer of cervids from 
other farms outside of North Carolina.  I 
can make an assumption as to the con-
nections this is coming from since I have 
been fielding calls about why the NCBA is 
so opposed to deer farms.  I’ll say it again, 
the NCBA is not against deer farms.  Deer 
farms can do as they please about allow-
ing people to shoot fenced animals, about 
breeding better deer, whatever.  What I 
do not want to see is the introduction of 
any CWD infected animals, not just deer, 

into our state. From what I have read and 
researched, there is not a 100% effective 
CWD test for live animals.  So even a 1% 
margin of error is too great a risk!! Once 
CWD is found in an area, the WRC has 
dictated that several rules will kick in.

 No baiting within 20 miles of the CWD 
site.

 Mandatory testing of harvested deer for 
CWD will be required.

 Hunting seasons will be liberalized for 
sample collection and herd reduction.

Baiting of deer has become a benefit for 
many hunters.  Some will not use bait.  But, 
if you are in a CWD area, that privilege 
will be gone.  Also, every deer taken will 
have to be tested for CWD.  That becomes 
a burden for both the hunter and the WRC 
– not to mention the impact it will have on 
the Wildlife Officers in the state.  Guess 
who ultimately pays that expenses? Here 
is the part I understand but detest – herd 
reduction.  If CWD comes to your area, 
you may be able to kill all the deer you 
want.  We already have a very liberal limit 
of 6 deer and you can buy all the additional 

tags you want for $10 for 2 doe deer.  Most 
people do not shoot 6 deer and do not have 
the freezer space for that many.  With a 
liberal limit, you could likely shoot all the 
potentially infected deer you would want.  
Personally, I don’t want any deer that I 
think might be infected by this horrible 
disease. So the ‘benefit’ of having CWD 
in an area is greatly outweighed by the 
negative impact.   I can see only one pos-
sible outcome here and it is not good for 
the wildlife or the hunters.  Since no one 
can handle so many deer, I can visualize 
all the excess deer laying in the woods or 
fields wasting away – shot because of the 
potential to be diseased. The negative im-
pact, both political and reputation, against 
the WRC will far outweigh any controver-
sy it has ever seen if they allow deer farms 
to import deer into the state and just one 
is infected.  NC will join the list of infect-
ed states and, I assume, there will then be 
a liberalization of the import rules. Ask 
yourself, is it worth the chance to allow a 
small set of individuals to be able to import 
a potentially fatal and horrific disease into 
the state? I really hope the WRC can push 
back the political pressure and save our 
deer herd from this potential catastrophe. 

Andy N. Smith, President/NCBA

919-302-2102.

   MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  |  andy.n.smith@gmail.com

Creation of an early archery bear season 
has been on the NCBA Legislative agenda 
for 20+ years. We were told that the WRC 
couldn’t do this for several reasons.  One 
was that they couldn’t show favoritism to 
any specific, or special interest group. That 
seems reasonable.  However special laws 
were passed that allowed for the use of 

non-processed food as bait for hunters us-
ing dogs.  There was an outcry from many 
hunters as to the fair and equitable nature 
of this law to all hunters.  For several years, 
the revision of bear hunting regulations 
has continued to be a hot topic among the 
hunting and non-hunting communities. 

This year, the issue seems to have been re-
solved. As I finish typing this message, we 
have an open bear season in all Piedmont 
counties that runs through January 1st, and 
the first two weeks are during the archery 
season. At this writing, I haven’t heard of 
a bear being taken, and it may not happen! 
But, if the opportunity presents itself, at 
least the bowhunter will be able to take 
advantage of it.  Personally, I feel good, and 

am a bit proud of the fact that NCBA not 
only played a part in this happening… we 
were asked to help support this new law 
by some members of the NCWRC.  We 
did, and it was adopted.   

For the present, I am wearing several dif-
ferent hats in the NCBA organization. 
Some by choice, and another because there 
was a job to be done and I volunteered to 
try to do it. It has always been one of the 
most difficult positions in our organiza-
tion to fill, and to keep filled. It is the edi-
tor’s position. The only part of it I cannot 
do is to create the final digital product 
that goes to the printer. We are sub-con-
tracting this out to someone who has done 
this for us in the past and is very familiar 
with what we need and how to put all the 
information together. It still takes a lot of 
time, pre-planning and organization of the 
material to come up with the final product 
you hold in your hands and read. Your offi-
cers and volunteers put in a lot of work in 

   MESSAGE FROM THE PAST PRESIDENT  |  oldsouthadv@yahoo.com
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getting their information together for pub-
lication in our magazine. This is just the 
tip of the iceberg compared to the work 
they do to make NCBA function. Go read 
the job descriptions of each EC officer as 
outlined in our bylaws. Being an EC Officer 
is much more than just wearing a title on a 
shirt! It requires a great deal of work, ded-
ication and personal commitment to get 
the job done, and done right! I don’t know 
how we functioned without a Program 
Chairman! The quality of our Banquet has 
greatly improved under David Whitmire’s 
supervision. The Records Chairman po-
sition has been streamlined under Joey 
Thompson’s term with the aid of Lee Mat-
thews creating the database for keeping all 
our records entries at our fingertips. Steve 

Fox has taken on a tremendous job in car-
rying this to the next level by working to-
ward digitizing our Record Book entries so 
anyone can access them from our webpage. 
Instead of printing and trying to sell a Re-
cord Book, the goal is to keep an online up-
to-date record of all entries that can be ac-
cessed by anyone with internet access for a 
small nominal fee that will be used to pay 
for services, software and supplies. We can 
burn a CD of all records on any given date, 
but, the way our system is set up now,  our 
records change every time a new score-
sheet is entered. And, we enter ALL score-
sheets that are submitted to us, whether 
they meet NCBA Trophy Class Minimums 
or not!  Why? Because we keep all entries 
for our annual contests in the system too, 

and there are NO minimum score require-
ments!  So, if you enter everything you take 
with bow & arrow, YOU will be able to go 
to our database and pull up a complete re-
cord of ALL your bowkills, read and print 
them out at any time you wish. Did you 
know that you can do that now with every 
animal you check in with the NC Wildlife 
Resources Commission? Yes, and you can 
even print out a customized certificate for 
any deer, bear or turkey you check in. 

For Bowhunting,

Ramon Bell, Past President/NCBA; email:  
oldsouthadv@yahoo.com ; 336-643-4455 

For Bowhunting,

Ramon Bell, Past President

Email: editor@ncbowhunter.com;  
Phone: 336-643-4455

This is my first message as editor of 
your NC Bowhunter magazine. I don’t 
know how long I will continue to serve 
as editor? Many things can happen that 
could affect this, as I have already found 
out when I was your president. 

After my first official issue (Sum-
mer-2014), I received some feedback about 
the content and appearance of the Summer 
issue. Some good;  Some just constructive 
criticism. Please keep in mind that all of 
us are volunteers, not paid professionals. 
I’m sure there are those among us who are 
qualified and capable of doing a better job 
than I.  Don’t be shy! Step up and volunteer 
and the job is yours far as I’m concerned. 
My product won’t be as attractive as pre-
vious issues. My main concerns are listed 
below: 

#1- Do my best to get the magazine 
out on time and within our budget. It is the 
life-blood of NCBA. Our members expect to 
get it on time, and our officers require we 
get our money’s worth for what we pay for 
it. 

#2- Include all the basic and current 
information our members need to keep 
them informed about what NCBA is doing 
to represent all bowhunters of NC.

#3- Try to please (and appease) those 
who take time to send in articles and pho-
tos for publication in our magazine. (This 
is not always easy or possible to do!) 

I will begin by reviewing what the edi-
tor needs to be able to publish your submis-
sions. 

First, email them to: editor@nc-
bowhunter.com. If I don’t acknowledge 
receipt of them, send them again and ask 
for acknowledgement that we received it.  

There’s a number of reasons why your 
articles and photos may not appear in our 
magazine. First, we print ONLY articles 
about bowhunting and bowhunting  kills. 
Sometime, like the recent summer issue, 
we have an overwhelming number of pho-
tos submitted. This was mainly because 
of the salt water “BASH”.  We had many 

photos of members who had NEVER sub-
mitted photos before, and we try to give 
as many some exposure as possible. With 
about one thousand members, there’s no 
way we could publish everyone’s photos 
and articles IF all submitted them! We 
may begin publishing more pics on our 
webpage album and on our facebook page 
if this trend continues! Remember that 
YOU can POST your bowhunting photos 
on our FB page anytime!

We had four full pages of color pho-
tos, but still didn’t have enough room to 
publish ALL the photos we had.  I tried to 
publish a variety of pics of as many differ-
ent members as possible, specially those 
who had never been featured before.  Some 
pics I have that weren’t used may appear 
in future issues of the mag in spaces where 
we have room for them! 

Other photos were not used because 
they were poor quality; (Fuzzy or under-ex-
posed.). If it is a photo of a state record en-
try and that’s the ONLY photo available, 
it may not appear in the magazine for this 
reason, but we may use it on the webpage 
or facebook page because print/photo qual-
ity isn’t as important there. Here’s some tips 
you can use to get better quality photos that 
will make them more likely to be published 
in our magazine. 

• Use camera with minimum 8 me-
ga-pixel capacity.

•  Always use the “FLASH” on your camera! 
Manually activate it even in bright daylight.

  MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR  |  editor@ncbowhunter.com

   MESSAGE FROM THE PAST PRESIDENT  |  continued
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BABINC

Hope you are all doing well and having a 
good hunting season so far. At the last EC 
meeting we held a BCRS Committee meet-
ing and discussed a couple of items. First 
item resulted from my request to get some 
help on managing the BCRS program as I 
don’t have the time and energy to devote to 
managing it all by myself.  After some dis-
cussions with Andy and others we came up 
with splitting duties into two sections. One 
would be to manage the BCRS membership 
and the other would be to deal with the 
property owners, contracts, etc. I will be 
glad to continue handling the membership 

side of this and John Thompson has vol-
unteered to take on the property manage-
ment part of BCRS. Next, we are looking 
into the possibility of getting other BCRS 
members designated as Coordinators for 
East, West and Central parts of the state 
to assist with making BCRS Program pre-
sentations to land owners, Home Owners 
Associations Boards, etc. We will assist in 
putting together presentations as needed. 
Ideally, this should be the member(s) who 
will serve as the BCRS Hunt Coordinator 
for the agreement when it is approved and 
accepted. Any BCRS members interested in 
serving as future Hunt Coordinators, please 
contact me. That is all for now. If you have 
thoughts or comments on program issues or 
improvements please share them with me. 
Thanks.

Phil Hooper, NCBA-BCRS Chairman
5301 Woodlaurel Court
Raleigh, NC 27613
919-422-5356 

  MESSAGE FROM THE BCRS CHAIRMAN  |  bcrs@ncbowhunter.com

Stephen Starner with Level #1 Certificate

Jim Beetham (85) & grandson, Zach Lange (15) 
completed Levels #1 & #2 on 9/21/2014.

It will help eliminate facial shadows, 
sharpen up outlines and enhance color 
contrast.  

•  Take several photos holding your 
camera in horizontal (Landscape) and 
vertical (Portrait) position.  If it is a good 
photo, suitable to use on the cover, we usu-
ally need a vertical photo. We use both for 
articles and photo spreads on inside pages. 
This past issue, we didn’t have enough hor-
izontal (Landscape) photos and couldn’t 
publish some we wanted to use for that 
reason.

 Digital film is cheap! Take many pho-
tos. Look closely at what you’ve taken and 
keep the best ones to send us. 

•  Make sure there’s a clean, unob-
structed background.  

Clean blood from the mouth and face.  
Stuff the tongue back in the mouth. Lay 
your bow across the front of the animal, 
covering up entrance/exit wounds and the 
open body cavity if field dressed. 

•  Position the animal on the ground 
with his legs and feet folded up underneath 
and belly down. Position yourself centered 
behind it. Hold the head up by the neck 
and jaw with your hands behind the ani-
mal. Don’t hold it by the rack, unless it is 
an extremely large rack.   

Turn the head/rack in several different 
angles making sure to show all points on 
the rack and the spread.

•  Remove sun glasses and tilt your 
cap back a bit so your face can be easily 
seen and recognized, and say “CHEESE!” 

At least, show a pleasant smile or ex-
pression on your face.

I’m sure there’s many of you that know 
more about photography than me. Send in 
your photo tips and we’ll try to publish 
them with credit given to you. 

Ramon Bell, Editor (for now); 
336-643-4455;  
email: editor@ncbowhunter.com   
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CONGRATULATIONS: Maj. Richard 
“Eric” Burkett – participated in the INVIC-
TUS GAMES in London Sep10-14.   Mid-
dle of October was to go to Argentina for 
the Pan World Archery competition.   And 
in December has been invited to shoot in 
Thailand.  Please keep him in your prayers 
as he participates and is hoping to make his 
Paralympic archery dreams a reality.

Health:  Jim Fortune; Wayne Smith; 
Mary Darlene Tarlton (Jerry Rushing’s 
daughter); Glen Halter

Operations: James E. Atkins – right hip 
replacement Oct 7 and around Thanksgiv-
ing will under go a complete double knee 
replacement

Jim Jordan – Hip Replacement operation; 
Oct 27

Deaths:  William FRANK Brown III – 
Sep 29 – Forsyth Archery C/C member

Gail Hayes (Ron’s wife and stepmother 
to Lee Hayes) – Sep 5

Jim Fortune (76); 11-5-2014; Jim was a 
member of Gooch’s Mill Archery Club, and 
secretary/treasurer of the club for 12 years 
(2002-2014).

Please remember these NCBA members 
and all of those serving in the Military.

  MESSAGE FROM MEMBER SERVICES  |  maria_7796@yahoo.com

Back Creek Bow Hunters
Efland
336-562-5789

Big Buck Archery Club
Stoneville
336-573-3536

Big Oak Archery
Gold Hill
704-209-3600

Black Creek Archery Club
Benson
919-625-0825

Blue Ridge Bowhunters
Leicester
828-683-9545

Broken Arrow Archery Club
Chapel Hill
919-942-2602

Brown Creek Archers
Cameron
910-245-1640

Brushy Mtn.Archery Club
Hiddenite
828-635-6113

Cape Fear Bowhunters
Castle Hayne, NC
910-399-3441

Carolina Traditional Archers
Catawba
704-435-0265
Dirt Nap Bowhunters (DropTine Archery)
Advance
336-940-3250

Fishing Creek Archery Club
Wilson
252-289-5095

Forsyth Archery Club
Winston-Salem
336-757-2557

Gooch’s Mill Archery Club
Oxford
336-364-9788

Guilford Bowhunters
Gibsonville
336-855-6613

New River Bowhunters
West Jefferson
336-846-9705

Randolph Bowhunters
Randolph County
336-674-8906

Rockfish Bowhunters
Hope Mills
910-424-8216

Sam’s Christian Archery
Black Mountain
828-669-8830

Sissipahaw Traditional Archers
Alamance County
919-528-4647

South Mountain Bowhunters
Forest City
828-980-4030

Tar River Archery Club
Bunn
919-556-0082

Twin Lakes Archery Club
South Hills, VA
434-247-9008

Western Carolina Bowhunters
Fletcher
828-684-2636

Western NC Sportsman’s Club
Canton
828-648-6407

The NCBA needs Local Chapter Coordinators in all 
areas, but especially in the Central, Northeastern and 
Western areas.  If you are interested in serving please 
contact the NCBA: 336-643-4455 or by email:  
president@ncbowhunter.com

NCBA Local Chapter Clubs
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Letters to the Editor:
Matt,
 
I received my copy of the Winter 2014 
edition over the weekend and I have been 
blow	away.		What	a	magnificent	job	you	
have done with the magazine!  This is a 
publication that our entire membership 
should be very proud to be associated with.  
And to know that you gave up your hunt-
ing season to create this is very humbling.  
 
A very big thank you from me and the rest 
of the members of Broken Arrow for repre-
senting the Bowhunters of NCBA so well.
 
Best Regards,
 
Rob Reda – President
Broken Arrow Archery Club
Chapel Hill, NC

Rob,

Thank you for the kind words - I try to do 
what I can to improve this organization and 
has been a pleasure to work on this publica-
tion.  I should thank you as well as I know you 
have been quite instrumental in getting urban 
archery seasons established around the area 
- so the NCBA membership needs to tip a hat 
to your solid work! I would love to have some 
articles on yourexperiences regarding urban 
archery, and I think the membership would 
enjoy reading about it as well.

Matt,

First let me say great work on the new lay 
out of our magazine! Pro is an understate-
ment on the new look.

Normally I would not say anything about 
a	name	but	it	is	our	Son	Patrick’s	first	two	
deer with his bow on page 15.  The second 
picture in the row going downward is list-

ed as Shannon Davis Conley, that’s Mom’s 
name...not Patrick!  haha
Second on the bottom pic, with him and 
his Grandma, she is really a stickler about 
her name, yeah she was born with it and 
didn’t have a say but it is, what it is.  Her 
name is Leigh (A)nn Toulson.   Don’t worry 
about that one simple mistake most folks 
call her Leigh thinking Ann is only her mid-
dle name not a two fer one deal!

Anyways hope to meet you at the banquet,

Sean D Conley

PS thanks for putting a piece in the mag 
about our youth members!  To date I can 
not recall one being in it at all!  KUDOS TO 
YOU!!

Sean,

I am terribly sorry about the incorrect names 
in the last issue. I get a lot of pictures and 
sometimes they come with a name attached.... 
and sometimes they don’t. I went back and 
looked and the name on the .jpg file was his 
mother’s. I am including a reprint of the pic-
tures with correct names. (shown on page 37) 
I am excited about including a section for the 
youth - they are the future and it is up to us 
to pass it to them. If you have stories or other 
things you’d like to share as your educate your 
young one, please pass them along!

Hey there Matthew,

I just received the latest issue of NCB mag-
azine.  Excellent job!

I really enjoyed seeing an article by a trad 
hunter (“Hunting Traditional” by Lee 
Hinton).		There	a	so	many	fine	traditional	
archers in our organization, and it’s good 
to see one contributing to the magazine.  

I’ve written a few short pieces about trad 
archery and bowhunting, so you might see 
one from me in your inbox sometime.  :-)

In the interim, here is a photo of the second 
deer I took with my recurve last season 
(the	first	was	a	dandy	doe,	but	the	photos	
were pretty awful).  I arrowed this one on 
the	last	day	of	rifle	season	on	private	land	
in Madison County.  1972 Howatt Hunt-
er	recurve,	50#@28.		 Gold	Tip	3555	with	
125 Magnus Classic 2-blade.  He stopped, 
looked back, and fell over 27 yards from 
point of shot.   

Thanks for your efforts to make the NCBA 
even more exceptional.  I’m a member of  
Blue Ridge Bowhunters, and am proud 
that a portion of my dues support the 
NCBA each year.

Bill Sanderson
Asheville, NC

Bill,

Thank you for your kind words - I am ex-
tremely happy you enjoy the upgraded maga-
zine. I work hard to come up with stories and 
information I think will be useful to the NCBA 
membership  as well as having a publication 
they are proud to share with friends and fam-
ily.  I would love to include much more tradi-
tional articles - just let me know what you’d 
be intersted in  reading and I’ll make sure to 
get those into the furture issues. I do think it is 
important to keep the heritage of  the sport in 
tact, so the future generations know that his-
tory. Take care, and keep the spirit alive!

Thank you all for the letters - If anyone has 
questions, comments or submissions, or has 
a way to make this publication better, please 
send those to my email.

7/15/2014   8:47:58 PM
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                             NC BOWHUNTER BANQUET 
          at the DIXIE DEER CLASSIC 

OPEN TO PUBLIC  
    COME TALK “BOWHUNTIN” with us ! 
  29th Annual NCBA Convention, Banquet  

   & Dixie Deer Classic 3-D Shoot 
Kerr-Scott Building at NC State Fairgrounds, Raleigh, NC  

February 28, 2015  
3D Shoot:  Fri.- 9 am - 8 pm;  Sat.-  9 am – 4 pm; Sun.- 9 am – 3 pm 

NOTE: 3-D Shoot will close at 4 pm Saturday to set up for NCBA Banquet at 6 pm 
Admission to DDC:  $12 per person for entire weekend; Under 12 – “Free”      
Exhibits / Vendors / Displays / Dixie Deer Classic 3-D Shoot / Seminars / Concessions 

NEW:  NCBA “Trail Cam Photo, Video, and Photo Contest” (See website for rules) 
 

NCBA 2015 AWARDS BANQUET: 
Saturday Night - February 28th - 6 p.m. until!  Meal at 6:30 p.m. 

Banquet Tickets-By Reservation ONLY!   
COST:  Adults: $25;  Under 12: “Free”;  $10 Cover Charge w/out meal (at door) 

Banquet Reservations & Hunt Raffle Tickets:   
Contact: Deann Stone (919) 477-7184;   Email: stoney45@nc.rr.com  

 
Premium Raffle Ticket Packages: $100 each …  

CHECK our WEBSITE after January 15 for current info on Banquet Hunts ! 
NCBA Awards Banquet - General Information:  call: 336-643-4455 

 
    MOTEL Reservations:   

Motels nearby in Raleigh (7 miles away) & Cary (3 miles away) – Ask for NC Bowhunter “Special Rates”  
 

Days Inn Raleigh Beltline (919-878-9310) 3201 Wake Forest Rd.; (I-440 Beltline Exit 10); Raleigh, NC 27609 
$49.95 per night + Tax (Rate good thru 2/15/2015; Tell them you are with the “NC Bowhunters Assoc.” 

Includes Continental Breakfast 
Also Available:  Red Roof Inn Cary (919) 469-3400 ($59.99 per night + Tax) 

 
   Camping available “on site”(Make Reservations w/N.C. State Fairgrounds; 919-821-7400) 

 

Email: president@ncbowhunter.com      Web: www.ncbowhunter.com  
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We are up 
to 55 students 
in the BABINC 
Program.  We 
still have 40 
mentors, and 
still need more! 
Twelve students 
have completed 
Level #1; 10 have 

completed Level #2 and 3 have completed 
Level #3. 

The BABINC Registration Form is on 
our web page (www.ncbowhunter.com).

 Click on the “Becoming a Bowhunter” 
link. At the end of the first paragraph is 
the Registration Form.. It is interactive 
with your computer keyboard. Type in 
the required information, print it out, sign 
and mail it to us.  The BABINC Course is 
another “FREE” program of the NCBA. 
Tell your friends and relatives about it. 

Help recruit another bowhunter into 
our sport and into NCBA today.

Ramon Bell, BABINC Chairman
336-643-4455 

NC Bear Seasons - 2014-2015
by Ramon Bell

Page #47 in the NCWRC Regulations Digest shows dates for 
Bear Season in ALL NC Counties this year. The season runs 
longer than I had previously thought in the Piedmont Counties 
and other counties that did not have a Bear Season last year. 
There are nine (9) different bear seasons this year. Some begin 
as early as October 13, and run to January 1, 2015. Should you 
see a bear while hunting this year, it may be taken, even if it is 
standing in a pile of corn or any natural food that has NOT been 
processed....and, as long as it is NOT eating the food (BAIT) at 

the time you shoot it! This applies the first 6 days in Coastal and 
Mountain counties, and the entire season in Piedmont counties 
that have bear seasons concurrent with the gun deer season. 
Hunters MUST possess a Bear tag to legally take a bear! The 
Bear tags (E-Stamps) must be purchased separately as they do 
NOT come with the Big Game Report Cards as they have in 
past years.  Tags cost $10 plus a $2 processing fee if purchased 
at service agent location. They are free for people holding a Life-
time Sportsman license purchased prior to July 1, 2014, if ob-
tained directly from the Wildlife Resources Commission office 
or online.  Also read other restrictions on pages 2, 45 & 46.

   MESSAGE FROM BABINC CHAIRMAN  |  oldsouthadv@yahoo.com

Hello Everyone,
I hope you are 

having a great sea-
son. We have had 
some very nice 
deer taken so far. 
The hunting has 
been a little slow 
due to the amount 
of food they have, 

but the RUT is coming. 
I would like to congratulate Alden Harr  

for the first groundhog taken by a youth 

female. Her new state record groundhog 
scored 6 7/16”.from Forsyth county.

 I know it is still a few months away 
 
 but I would like to encourage everyone to 
attend our NCBA Awards Banquet at the 
DDC on March 2nd.  It’s worth going just 
to see the smiles on kids’ faces and to hear 
them tell their stories. 

Please be safe and enjoy the rest of the 
season.

Get Someone involved in the outdoors
Steve 

   MESSAGE FROM THE RECORDS CHAIRMAN  |  stevefox4570@yahoo.com

A THANK YOU MESSAGE 
FROM LARRY LONG

I was sitting at the NCBA ban-
quet having fun back in March, 
when they announced a card 
raffle for a compound bow.  When 
asked about buying a card for a 
chance to win, I declined saying 
“It was not my kind of bow.”  The 
next card raffle was for an $800.00 
certificate toward a Hummingbird 
recurve or longbow.  Everyone 
laughed at me when I bought 
two chances to win saying, “this 
is a real bow.  I won!Ben Graham 
builds one of the finest longbow 
or recurve available in the market 
today.  This fantastically talented 
bowmaker has quietly, for many 
years, put his money in donations 
to the NCBA, where it helps us 
the most.  He has donated bows, 
arrows, other equipment, his time, 
exceptional talent,and love for this 
sport time and time again.A few 
weeks ago, I picked up the recurve 
bow Ben built for me.  It was 
everything I asked for and more.  It 
was a dull finished hunting bow 
for better camo, ultra-smooth, qui-
et, and very fast!  I would liketo say 
“Thank you Ben Graham for not 
only building me an excellent bow, 
but for all you have and continue 
to do to support the NCBA and 
this sport we all love!”

Larry Long, 
NCBA Life Member
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The NCBA has Heavy Hearts as we have 
news of a tragic hunting fatality within 
our state. On Thursday night Septem-
ber18, North Carolina had a fellow hunt-
er to lose his life while doing what we all 
love, enjoying archery season. Transylva-
nia County resident and hunter, 58 year 
old George Harley Case Jr. lost his life 
after being hit by a crossbow bolt that 
was shot from his friend’s crossbow. It 
happened at dark when Mr. Case walked 
towards his friend and was mistaken for a 
deer. I spoke to Capt. Kevin Creasman of 
the Transylvania Sheriff’s Dept the next 
day and he stated they were less than 15 
yards of each other when the accident oc-
curred. No matter the events and faults 
of that night, the end result is we lost a 
fellow hunter who we share the woods 
with. Please continue to pray for all par-
ties and families involved. 

We have no regulations in place be-
sides the Hunter Orange that we wear 
while hunting during the muzzle loader/ 
firearm season. For your own safety, the 
call from a cell phone, a text message to 
your friend that you are getting down at 
quitting time is an option. When I get 
near my friend I usually whistle once 
and wait for his whistle response. What 
if you don’t know anyone else is in the 
woods, a small light to let other hunters 
know your presence and location. We all 
have a responsibility to our families and 
loved ones to return home safe. Be Care-
ful, Hunt Safe, Be sure of your target and 
be smart about your actions before taking 
any shot. 

As the months fall off 2014 we are al-

ready ahead of the game for 2015 with 
plans being made for the Dixie Deer 
Classic. This year the DDC is a little ear-
ly starting Feb27- March 1 and we have 
several small improvements that we are 
tweaking to make things benefit every-
one we hope. The 3D shoot will have 
bleachers for shooter and spectators to 
sit and watch from. We will have the 
Pop-Up targets again and should have 
more shooters so you better be ready for 
some competition. We plan to recognize 
the Award Winners better and shorten 
the banquet in other areas without add-
ing time to our night. I hope you can come 
out and enjoy all that the NCBA is doing 
and support us over the weekend and at-
tend our Awards Banquet. Fred Eichler 
will be at the DDC plus the girls from 
Dressed to Kill 

All measurers that are planning on 
making the DDC this year, we are start-
ing the list again and ask that everyone 
send their plans to attend to Steve Fox 
and myself as I will help him this year. 
Steve and Doug Clayton will be the “Go 
to Guys” of the scoring booth and the 
Awards for the annual contest. We will 
be staying at the Days Inn on Wake For-
est again this year and the list has to be 
turned in by February 15.  

Steve Fox - 828-773-6234,    
Stevefox4570@yahoo.com                                                                          

Joey Thompson - 336-972-1486      
ncbawhitetail@yahoo.com 

Saltwater Bash at Emerald Isle ; this has 
been a huge success the last 2 years,  June 
2015 will be the 3rd Annual Saltwater 
Bash and we have once again made plans 
to make it better. If you like to bowfish 
and eat seafood you don’t need to miss it. 
We talked about moving it to August but 
the high water temps when I went down 
had the rays in deep water and I never 
saw the first one. I was on the boat with 
Capt Dale Collins of Fish or Die Charters 
and after his advice I do believe for the 
youth to be there and have a good time 
with plenty of opportunity, June will be 
the best choice. I hope you can plan to 
attend and make it bigger than last year. 
We will be eating what we shoot plus 
having our Low Country Boil again, and 

all the fixings. We are also having a shirt 
designed with a very cool Stingray Skel-
eton on the back and some prizes. We 
have a 2015 model Bow from DropTine 
Archery in Advance NC that we are raf-
fling to raise money for the event.

Bows and Rabbits…   Guilford Bow-
hunters has put together a Rabbit hunt 
and have been hosting it for several years 
now. After the deer season is out and rab-
bit season is still kicking they have a hunt 
with the traditional equipment while 
running the dogs to stir up some action 
in January.  It’s set for Saturday January 
25 so mark your calendar and watch for 
more details on our facebook and e-bul-
letins. You can sign up for our e-bulletins 
on our web at ncbowhunter.com.

NCBA Harvests, if you have an animal 
that needs to be scored please don’t hes-
itate to contact Steve Fox or myself. The 
deadline for entries to be received is Janu-
ary 31. In order to meet the deadline make 
plans to contact a measurer much earlier 
so that schedules can be made and the pa-
perwork can be mailed. I look forward to 
seeing you at the Awards banquet.

I want to thank everyone that has 
helped out with all the events this year. 
We do many things each year to bring 
everyone together. Many of our members 
never get the recognition they deserve 
or aren’t near us when we say Thanks. 
During the year we have our Rabbit hunt 
in January, The DDC and NCBA Awards 
Banquet in March, Fresh water bowfish-
ing tournament in May, Saltwater Bash in 
June, Picnic in August, our Youth Day and 
one week annual Butner hunt both in Oc-
tober. From the cooks feeding us and the 
ones cleaning up and doing the dishes, to 
the ones writing hunting stories, selling 
or buying a raffle ticket, our instructors 
teaching classes across the state, the 
chapter clubs and bow shops for keeping 
us all going, the ones measuring so our 
youth can get an award, the ones setting 
booths at our events, and the ones getting 
the ice so our drinks are cold, I want to 
thank the ones who introduced a youth 
to the bow & arrow along with each and 
every member of the NCBA for your sup-
port and help in 2014.

Joey Thompson

 

  MESSAGE FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT  |  ncbawhitetail@yahoo.com
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Grandma’s Apron
Submitted by “Hill-

billy” Jim Jordan
Well folks, friends 

and fellow NCBA 
members, I’m sure 
you know by now 
Spring and Summer is 

history. Where did it go? I’ve heard all my 
life that the older you get, the time flies by 
faster and you can’t tie an anchor to it and 
slow it down at all. So, you had BIG plans 
for the Spring and Summer, and never got 
to fulfill those plans. Guess what?  Too 
late! I hope you got to do at least PART 
of your plans. By the time you get to read 
my little “Tid-Bit”, Fall will be over and 
Winter will be in full blast with her cold 
winds blowing, snow flying and all that 
good stuff that goes along with winter 
weather.

Back to the Spring, Summer and Fall 
plans! I had high hopes of being able to do 
some turkey hunting and some groundhog 
hunting in the Spring and Summer, but so 
much for high hopes! I also had planned 
a black powder hunt for elk in New 

Mexico.  As I said earlier,  “So much for 
high hopes and big plans.” I was mowing 
my yard the first week in April, trying to 
get things caught up so I would be able 
to get into the turkey woods when the 
turkey season opened up on April 12th.  
My luck would have it’s way —“BAD.” 
While mowing on a little hillside, having 
to brace myself on the lawn mower as 
I mowed, I felt a sharp pain in my right 
groin area. Thinking I had pulled a groin 
muscle, I hopped and struggled around 
through April and May, and on up into 
the month of June.  With the problem 
not getting any better, I finally go to my 
doctor. The orthopedic doctor does all 
his examining and lets mr know I need a 
right hip replacement.  As my luck goes, 
at times “bad”, I was unable to get surgery 
scheduled until November 17.  But, some 
other unlucky person scheduled for 
surgery cancelled their appointment for 
October, so I got moved up into their date, 
which is October 27th.  

 Well, with all this going on, I had 
to cancel out on my “BIG” plans for the 
muzzle-loader hunt in New Mexico.  
Things look as though my deer hunting 
in N.C. will be limited also. Maybe next 
year things will work out better, at least, 
I hope so! 

May everyone’s deer season be blessed 
with a large deer head for the wall!  I ran 
across a little something recently that I 
would like to pass onto you that we’re 
lucky to see, and be around Grandma and 
her old apron. This is to honor Grandma’s 
of days gone by, and those Grandmas 
of today who still tie the “Old Apron” 
around her waist, and put out the most 
wonderful table covered with the tastiest 
“grub” you have ever put in your mouth.  I 
don’t know who the author of this little 
piece of material is, but they must’ve 
known my Grandma also! The title of this 
is “Grandma’s Apron. Read and reminisce:

Shoot a Straight Arrow,
“Hillbilly” Jim Jordan, Associate Councilman

   MESSAGE FROM THE ASSOCIATE COUNCILMAN  |  
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It feels mighty good to set in the stand 
once again this fall. I usually don’t get to 
use a tag in the early season. This year, a 
year and half old spike came in a little too 
close and at a perfect angle. I have watched 
a few fawns, and came close to getting an 
arrow away on a med. doe already this 
early season. All this combined was more 
than I could handle. It still amazes me how 
excited I get when it all comes together. 

Last year’s Pope & Young Kansas buck 
was my largest to date, but no less exciting 
was this seasons spike broadside at 13yds. 
God I love this stuff!   The rush of a well 
placed arrow. 

As fall turns into winter, we start to fo-
cus again on the NCBA banquet and Dixie 

Deer Classic weekend. Again this year we 
will host the 3-D tournament in the Kerr 
Scott Building, Feb. 27, 28, and March 1st. 
The banquet will be Saturday, February 
28th, 6 until about 10 pm  We try to have 
a little something for everyone. But we 
also keep in mind; historically it has been 
all about honoring those hunters and an-
imals that have scored the highest across 
the State. To those that may have a clos-
et full of the yearly plaques, I hope it still 
is an honor. To those who just got their 
first, congratulations. It is still a big deal 
to harvest a 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place animal 
or fish across this great state we live in. If 
you haven’t been to a banquet or it’s been 
awhile, please join us. It’s one evening that 
you can celebrate bowhunting in NC with 
fellowship and a good meal. As a matter 
of fact, with all that is going on, it really 
makes for a great weekend. The DDC and 
banquet is by far the largest gathering in 
this State of hunters and Bowhunters. It’s 
just not an event it’s a lifestyle, come cele-
brate the lifestyle with us this year! Good 
luck to all this fall. I hope each and every 
one of you has an awesome season with 
your bows. I hope each of you get to taste 
the excitement of a well placed arrow, for 

that’s what it’s all about and then share 
that experience with others. 

Shoot straight and may your blood trails 
be short..

David Whitmire

  MESSAGE FROM THE PROGRAM CHAIRMAN  |  avery@citcom.net
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It started a year ago at last year’s NCBA 
Butner Hunt member dinner.  There was a 
“Premium Hunt” ticket raffled off and we 
were lucky enough to win it.

The night of the banquet at the Dixie 
Deer Classic I put in for a couple of dif-
ferent hunts and was lucky enough to get 
drawn for a weeklong bow hunt with Brett 
and Bridgett Homer at Backwoods White-
tail Outfitters in Ipava, Illinois!  

After speaking with Brett several times 
over the course of the year we planned our 
dates for the first full week of October in 
the early archery season. Several days in 
the backyard with Shannon and Patrick 
shooting, shooting and shooting. We all 
were really looking forward to the begin-
ning of the season.  

The Homers went above and beyond 
making sure I had all the needed license, 
permit, and tag information to apply in 
plenty of time.  Pre-hunt emails sent out by 
Brett really get you into the right mindset 
to have any and all equipment, checked, 
tuned, and packed ready for your hunt. 

So jumping forward to October, I arrived 
at camp on Saturday afternoon and after 
Brett returned from taking other hunters 
to their respective leases,  I was taken to 
mine and quickly got in my stand for the 
first evenings hunt. I saw a total of six ant-
lerless deer the first evening with all but 
two having come within bow range.  Arriv-
ing back at camp to call the wife and kids, 
repack equipment for the next hunt, show-
er and get some much needed sleep after 
the long drive by myself.  Driving by myself 
is what gave me the idea to start doing my 
Facebook videos along the way and during 
a couple actual hunts .  Brett was confident 
that the buck I actually ended up taking 
or two others running that farm would 
be seen and present an opportunity. Brett 
had three different bucks using the farm I 
hunted from his fleet of cameras.  

So jumping forward to October, I arrived 
at camp on Saturday afternoon and after 
Brett got back from taking other hunters 
to their respective leases I was taken to 
mine and quickly got in my stand for the 
first evenings hunt. I saw a total of six ant-
lerless deer the first evening with all but 
two having come within bow range.  Ar-
riving back at camp to call the wife and 

kids, repack equipment for the next hunt, 
shower and get some much needed sleep 
after the long drive by myself ( driving by 
myself is what gave me the idea to start do-
ing my Facebook videos along the way and 
during a couple actual hunts ).  Brett was 
confident that the buck I actually ended 
up taking or two others running that farm 
would be seen and present an opportunity. 
Brett had three different bucks using the 
farm I hunted from his fleet of cameras.  

Day two was no different, all antlerless 
deer, some within close range and always 
fun to watch. I even got to see my first doe 
fight with two Momma does seeing who 
could slap one another around the field 
edge. 

Day three started with no deer sightings 
in the morning sit.  Brett contacted me 
via cell phone and needed me to walk the 
property with the aerial map he sent me in 
the last set of emails.  It had pre hung stand 
sites,  listed deer travel routes and their nor-
mal entrance and exit routes on and off the 
property.  I was able to easily find the other 
stand sets in the event we needed to make 
a quick change of plans. Returning to the 
lodge for a quick bite and shower to cool 
off after trekking almost the entire hunt-
ing lease we talked strategy for the eve-
ning hunt. I climbed into a different ladder 
overlooking an old salt lick the farmer had 
started decades ago for his horses, with an 
ancient Honey Locust tree that was neigh-
bored by two massive red and white oak 

trees.  All three mast trees just happened 
to be dropping their crop. It didn’t hurt 
that the pasture/food plot surrounding me 
was sown almost entirely of alfalfa, mul-
tiple strains of clover, chicory, and some 
forage rye grasses!  Almost like clockwork 
at 1803,  the first three deer stepped from 
the shadowed tree line and began feeding 
in the field. For the next twenty minutes or 
so they did a great job of being live decoys, 
for at this time I saw a deer coming across 
the field from the neighboring farms uncut 
head high corn field.  After it clears a small 
section of waist high orchard grass I could 
tell it was a buck!  As he got to within ap-
proximately 100 yards or so I could tell he 
was one of the three bucks Brett had sent 
me trail camera pictures of over the sum-
mer.  I had dubbed him “Sticker” because 
of a small fork he had grown on his left G2 
and nub on his G3.  

“Sticker” walked across the wide open 
field for a couple of minutes before he 
reached the deer that came out in the field 
before him. I was really happy to have 
ample time to watch him and settle my 
nerves.  He finally got to about 55-60 yards 
away and out of nowhere did a very short 
wheeze and broke into a run with his nose 
to the ground towards the largest doe out 
of the three, grunting all the while.  

All three does broke and ran in different 
directions.  One of which was actually a 
button buck, ran straight to the small salt 
lick in front of my stand and began eating 
Locust pods like a small child slurping spa-

My Best to Date
by: Sean Conley
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ghetti noodles off a plate into his mouth.  
“Sticker” watched this deer intently for 
some unknown reason.  As the button buck 
walked around the large oak trees and was 
apparently unable to keep a watchful eye 
on him he turned and walk my way!  He 
walked directly towards a shooting lane,  
just out in front of the lick.  As his head was 
covered by brush I drew my PSE and be-
gan anchoring in for the shot. He was still 
slowly walking so I mouth grunted at him, 
he stopped slightly quartering towards me 
at an even 20 yards.  I picked a spot behind 
the shoulder in his big rib cage.  Took up 
slack on my Tru-Fire release and sent a full 
length Carbon Express shaft tipped with 
100 grain two blade Rage into the deer’s 
side!  “Sticker” grunted as he was struck by 
the shaft and I watched my blue Nocturnal 
nock glowing brightly as he ran across the 
field to the opposite tree line.  The arrow 
struck his ribs at an odd angle so I did not 
obtain a pass through shot. The blood trail 
didn’t start till Brett and I found exact-
ly where he entered the tree line. At that 

point it was very easy to follow a massive 
blood trail right to the deer’s side. The ani-
mal ran less than 100 yards total. 

Upon return to the lodge the buck 
was weighed and found to be 165 pounds 
dressed out. Brett quickly scored the rack 
coming up with approx. 122 inches Gross 
score. I give Brett real credit.  He was mea-
suring the deer while talking to another 
client on his cell phone. 

This was my first experience with an 
outfitter and I have NOTHING but good 
things to say about Brett and Bridget Ho-
mer’s Backwoods Whitetail Guide Service.  
The terrain in West Central Illinois is sim-
ply amazing. There is SO much agriculture 
in the area;  multitudes of waterways, deep 
dark wooded draws, and all forms of natu-
ral browse for the wildlife.  It is no wonder 
Illinois is always being showcased in the 
hunting magazines and television shows.

In parting I would like to add that any 
sportsman or woman who thinks going to 
one of the “Booner” states is coming home 
with a front page rack for North American 

Whitetail should really take a step back, 
take a big deep breath and realize that 
200+ inch bucks DO NOT live behind every 
tree, corn cob, and white oak tree in these 
states.  Not saying they are not here, but 
take these hunts for what they are...Hunts, 
Nothing more, nothing less.  Go, have fun, 
remember why we as hunters take to the 
woods in the first place!  Don’t get caught 
up in the size or score of an animal. The 
hunt is the trophy!  

Take your kids hunting, so you don’t 
have to hunt for your kids!  Kids,  always 
use your safety harness and use good sound 
judgment.  I don’t want to have to be the 
Medic that has to treat a hunting accident 
victim!

Good Luck to ALL our association Broth-
ers and Sisters;  and remember those who 
fight for, have fought for,  and most impor-
tantly,  the ones who gave their lives for the 
ability to be free and to do the things we 
enjoy in OUR great nation. 

Sean D. Conley / NCBA Life Member

Hunting and 
Tracking matters. 
When we are not 
tracking, we are 
thinking about 
tracking. Con-
tact us about our 
“Train-to-Track”  
program all year 

around.  Kirk Vaughan, NCBA Blood 
Tracking Chairman and his “N.C. Hound 
on a Rope” team, along with the United 
Blood Trackers (UBT) sets up booths at 
events all across the state.  Special thanks 
to archery shops for having us out to share 
our NCBA Blood Tracking Program with 
the public.

Learn to train your dog to track and 

join our “Train-to-Track” team. 
We would like to build a NCBA-BTP 

Team of blood trackers who could respond 
to hunters all across the state to help re-
trieve deer. If you’re interested in learning 
to train your dog to track deer, or any big 
game animal, contact us anytime and join 
our team. 

Kirk Vaughan,  Chairman NCBA BTP Program

  MESSAGE FROM THE BLOOD TRACKING PROGRAM (BTP) CHAIRMAN  |  ncba_btp@ncbowhunter.com

By:   Ramon Bell
Try using some spray “C’Mere Deer” 

and some grape, pear or apple Jello (or 
Kool-Aid). Begin about 100 yards away 
from your blind/stand and spray a trail to 
your stand area. Toss pinches of the Jello 
powder in the air on the way to your stand. 
STOP about 20 yards from your blind in 
a shooting lane from your blind. Spray or 
broadcast the rest of the Jello (Kool-Aid) 
or C’Mere Deer around that area. Don’t 

spray or broadcast anything between your 
stand or blind and this area. 

Spray your blind (and your clothing) 
with a scent free product. Try Febreze 
“Free-Nature” (NO PERFUME SCENT), 
or just mix some (Arm & Hammer) baking 
soda in water and spray everything down 
with it the night before...including your 
blind or stand. Go by the DOLLAR Store 
and pick up a few quart spray bottles to 
use for the (Arm & Hammer) baking soda. 

You can buy the C’Mere Deer in a concen-
trate and mix up a gallon of it for the same 
price you pay for a small bottle of their 
spray and put it in the spray bottles too.

NOW is the time of year to make a mock 
rub too! All you need is a pocket knife. 
Scrape some bark from a small sapling until 
you see bare wood and can smell the fresh 
sap. This works to attract bucks and does. 
Get in your stand or blind and be ready!

Tip:
Attract Deer to Within Your Bow Range
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I am very lucky to have two daugh-
ters that want to spend time with 
their father. (Amanda, 20,  and Ashlyn, 
15).  Both of them have always enjoyed 
hunting and fishing. 

In June, we decided to try Bowfishing 
at the Saltwater Bash at Emerald Isle.. 
Thanks to Andy Smith we had a place 

to stay and a boat to fish from. The first 
evening we went out to look for But-
terfly Rays and to get some practice 
in before the Saltwater Bash started. 
It didn’t take Ashlyn long to get the 
hang of it. She took several Southern 
Rays and a Needle fish. The largest 
Ray 25 lbs. 11 oz. and the needle fish 

7 ounces are both Youth Female State 
Records. Amanda took a Southern Ray 
and a Mullet.The Mullet is the Female 
state Record at 1 lb. 13 oz. Needless to 
say, they are hooked.  We have already 
made plans to stay for a week next 
year. Look out fish...here they come!! 

Lucky Papa
By: Steve Fox

Late in the deer season last year a 
bowhunter came to me for help locat-
ing a buck he had shot. The arrow hit 
a bit back he thought,  but he was cer-
tain the hit was lethal. I took my dog 
AZ and flashlights and we returned to 
the place he was hunting. We found 
very little blood and relied on the dog 
to take us deeper into the woods and 
across a creek. We found no blood 
at all after crossing the creek but the 
dog indicated her excitement so we 
continued on. After about half a mile I 
pulled the dog off the trail. I couldn’t 
be absolutely sure that the dog was 
still on track although I believed she 
was. We had gone in well over half a 
mile and found no bed and the blood 
had quit as far as we could determine. 
The hunter was in rough shape due to 

a cold he was fighting, so I suggested 
he return in the morning to search out 
the creek bottom that we had been 
paralleling. Perhaps the deer would 
bed at that creek. We left the woods 
and the hunter returned on his own 
several days searching the area but 
found no deer. 

Fast forward to August, 2014....A 
neighbor that I happened to talk to on 
the weekend told me she had found a 
deer skull in the creek near her house 
(same creek). I asked how large?  She 
said pretty big, 9 points. I figured 
right then that this was probably the 
buck we searched for back in Decem-
ber. Today I saw that skull and we 
compared it to trail pictures of the 
buck the hunter shot with his bow in 
December… Same deer. 

How far is far enough? “IF” , that 
famous word. IF we had gone just a 
bit farther, would we have recovered 
the buck that night? Would we have 
just pushed the deer deeper toward 
the river? It’s so easy now to say we 
should have waited 6 hours to track 
but coyotes are in the woods and 
nobody wants to find the hams eaten 
off of the deer because of waiting too 
long to track. 
Now I wish we 
had stayed on 
the deer a little 
longer but at 
least we have 
the skull and we 
know the out-
come of that cold 
December night.

The One that Got Away
by: Aaron Honeycutt
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(1)- Campfire; (2)- A Butner Hunt Camper setup; (3)- John Halso w/winner of “Big Doe 
Contest.; (4)- “Pickin N’ Grinnin’”; (5)- Ron Hayes wins a Raffle Prize; (6)- JR Stone 

(Treas.) & John Thompson (Huntmaster); (7)- Joe Nemec loses a shirt tail.

Butner Hunt



20  | North Carolina Bowhunter Magazine

1

6

3 4 5

2

7

TrophyThe Room
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(1)- Cole Carr; (2)- Curtis Speller; (3)- Jason Smith; (4)- Cole Miller; (5)- Ryan Kazmierczak  
& Feral Hog; (6)- Patrick Conley & Leigh Ann Toulson; (7)- Ryan Kazmierczak & Doe;  

(8)- Rufty Patterson w/3 BCRS Does; (9)- Bob Hooven w/KS Buck; (10)- Patrick  
Conley with doe; (11)- Ryan Kazmierczak w/2014 Buck; (12)- Tanner Wood;  

(13)- Seth Wilmot; (14)-Drew & Alden Harr

10

8
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76
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21

(1)-Allen Sharpe, Andy Smith, Eddie Bridges; (2)- Mickey Strader, Wm. Newton w/ youth;  
(3)- Alden Harr shows off her Groundhog article in Summer mag.; (4)- Patti Stokes 

(NW Observer Publisher) w/Ramon Bell; (5)- Pres. Andy Smith “Ponders!”; (6)- Ramon 
Bell shoots w/Mouth Tab; (7)- NCBA Booth & Guilford BH’s archery shoot.

Bur-Mil Fall Festival
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When I started to read this book, I 
had certain expectations.  I thought 
it was going to be a hunting story 
in the wilds of Alaska, which I was 
looking forward to.  What it turned 
out to be, in the end, was some-
thing better.  My expectations were 
quickly put away by the end of the 
first page.  In fact, shortly into the 
book the author reveals that he will 
never say where his island is.  Only 
that it is somewhere in the pacific 
northwest.  I am sure that with some 
detective work, it’s location could 
be determined, but by the end of the 
book, the reader realizes it just really 
doesn’t matter.

As the author puts it: “... I realized 
that the particular place I’d chosen 
was less important than the fact that 
I’d chosen a place and focused my life 
around it. Although the island has 
taken on great significance for me, 
it’s no more inherently beautiful or 
meaningful than any other place on 
earth. What makes a place special 
is the way it buries itself inside the 
heart, not whether it’s flat or rugged, 
rich or austere. wet or arid, gentle 
or harsh, warm or cold, wild or 
tame. Every place, like every person, 
is elevated by the love and respect 
shown toward it, and by the way in 
which its bounty is received.”  I too 
have felt this way about where I have 
lived.  The more we live in a place, 
the more beautiful it becomes to us.  
By expressing this truth in words, 
Nelson allows us to accompany him 

on his adventure not 
as a tourist from some 
deprived other place, but 
as an equal, from an equally im-
portant place.  This makes his story 
almost our story.

There is a fair amount of hunting 
and fishing in this book.  But is not 
the focus of his writing.  As with 
most naturalist writing it is season 
based.  The book begins during hunt-
ing season expressing the feelings of 
discouragement felt by every hunter 
who has missed his opportunity: “ 
Grandpa William once told me: ‘A 
good hunter...that’s somebody the 
animals come to.  But if you lose your 
luck with a certain kind of animal 
- maybe you talk wrong about it or 
don’t treat it with respect - then for 
a while you won’t get any, no matter 
how hard you try.’  I watch the deer 
bound away into the thicket, soft 
and silent as a cloud’s shadow.  And 
once again the old hunter’s words 
drift through my mind.  For several 
minutes I stand quietly, hoping to 
find the animal’s shape somewhere in 
the tangle of twigs and boughs.  But 
there is no movement, no shaking 
branch, no hint of sound.  It is as if 
the moss and forest have soaked the 
deer up into themselves, taken even 
the heat of its breath, and nullified its 
entire existence.”

The author hunts with a rifle, 
but that does not detract from his 
connection and respect for the island 
and everything that lives on it.  His 

will-
ingness 

to record 
for us his 

experienc-
es and the feelings 
they create in him allow the 
reader to almost feel what it is like 
to spend the night huddled up with 
a favorite dog on a cold, wet, stormy 
island, waiting for the morning.

It’s a bad habit to read the end of 
a book first, but this ending is so 
good, I just can’t help but spoil it by 
finishing this review with the last 
paragraph of the book.  The book 
ends once again during hunting 
season, but this time the outcome is 
different:  “Well soaked and shiver-
ing from the rough trip across the 
strait, we pull into the dark waters 
of Anchor Bay.  Sunset burns on the 
spindled peak of Antler Mountain.  
The little house is warm with lights 
that shimmer on the calm near shore.  
I see Nita looking from the window 
and Ethan dashes out to wait by the 
tide, pitching rocks at the mooring 
buoy.  He strains to see inside the 
boat, knowing that a hunter who 
tells his news aloud might offend the 
animals by sounding boastful.  But 
when he sees the deer his excited 
voice seems to roll up and down 
the mountainside.  He runs for the 
house with (his dog), carrying a load 
of gear and I know he’ll burst inside 
with the news.  Ethan, joyous and 
alive, boy made of deer.

The Island Within 
by Richard Nelson

Reviewed by Steve Graf
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We always welcome and are in need of 
members who are interested in getting 
involved in our association. We invite 
members to consider joining our ranks 
as either a WDR or LCR member.

Being a WDR (or LCR) is a very good 
way to get involved with your associa-
tion at the grass roots level. You can do 
as much or as little as you want to do, or 
can do. But, there are a few basic things 
we ask that you try to do as your time 
and schedule permits. What you do 
beyond that is up to each individual to 
make that decision.

On occasion, someone asks what the 
duties of a NCBA WDR or LCR are. 
We have written up a job description 
for these positions that are listed be-
low. Anyone interested in joining our 
Legislative Committee (Team) in this 
capacity should give Andy Smith, Pres. 
a call. Andy’s phone is: 919-302-2102. 
Tommy Kimball can be reached at 704-
202-6595 (Cell).

Thank You…for Bowhunting,
Andy N. Smith, President / NC 

Bowhunters Association
Job Description: NCBA Wild-

life District Rep (WDR); and Local 
Chapter Rep (LCR)

The NCBA Wildlife District Repre-
sentative (WDR) position really doesn’t 
involve a lot of time and work. The du-
ties of the Local Chapter Rep (LCR) as 
is often referred to, are much the same, 
except the LCR deals primarily with 
members of the local chapter club he/
she belongs to, as well as the general 
hunting public as the occasion arises.

Here’s a short list of duties and ob-
ligations involved with being a NCBA 
WDR (or LCR) Rep:

Attend the WRC Public Input Meet-
ings in January. There’s one in each of 9 
wildlife districts. Take notes on com-
ments made from the audience by other 
sportsmen/women and send an e-mail 
report to Andy, Tommy & Ramon that 

evening or next morning with anything 
of importance to NCBA.

Help monitor bills in the N.C. Legisla-
ture. (This can be done “online.”) Noti-
fy the NCBA Legislative Chairman and 
President of any new legislation you 
hear about; or report the current status 
of existing bills to E.C. officers.

On occasion, you may be asked to 
randomly contact NCBA members in 
your district and ask them questions 
about their opinion on various issues. 
You will be supplied with a roster of 
NCBA members in your district when 
necessary, or upon request.

Talk to hunters and sportsmen/
women about NCBA anytime the oc-
casion arises. Be a good ambassador for 
bowhunting and NCBA whenever and 
wherever the occasion and opportunity 
arises. If someone has a misconception 
about NCBA, what we stand for and 
what we are working to accomplish, do 
your best to explain our position on any 
issues they may be concerned with.

NCBA WDR and LCR members have 
the same status as “Associate Council” 
members in the NCBA. Thus, they have 
voting privileges at our Executive Coun-
cil meetings on all issues brought before 
the E.C. in matters of general business 
if they are present at the meeting when 
a vote is taken. WDR’s and LCR’s from 
each local chapter club should make 
an effort to attend E.C. meetings when 
possible, especially the January meet-
ing, as this is the most important E.C. 
meeting each year. If the designated 
LCR from a local chapter club cannot 
attend an E.C. meeting, a temporary 
substitute LCR may attend in his/her 
place. It is our hope that every club has 
someone who attends all E.C. meetings 
to represent them.

It is a good idea that all NCBA offi-
cers/reps, and NCBA members, read our 
constitution and bylaws at least once a 
year so we all will be well versed in it’s 

content. Many people are also interested 
in our record system, BCRS & BABINC 
programs as well as the insurance ben-
efits for individual members and clubs. 
Familiarize yourself with our Bylaws; 
Record System, BCRS & BABINC pro-
grams, NCBA insurance benefits and all 
NCBA programs, so you can talk about 
them with confidence. (Remember that 
we may only give a general overview of 
the BCRS program and how it works. 
We cannot disclose the identity of any 
of our BCRS clients.) Invite people to 
JOIN NCBA and attend our Banquet & 
3D Shoot at the Dixie Deer Classic each 
year in Raleigh, NC.Wanted: NCBA 
Wildlife District Reps (WDR) and Lo-
cal Chapter Coordinators (LCC)

Wanted: 
NCBA Wildlife District Reps (WDR)  

and Local Chapter Reps (LCR)
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by Ginger Blake
My love for hunting began when I 

met my husband, Hal Blake, back in 
2010.  It was an instant attraction to 
the sport of deer hunting.  There was 
no other feeling like pulling the trig-
ger on my .243 and seeing a deer hit 
the dirt.  I anticipate rifle season every 
year and I knew the only thing that 
could put me in the stand even earlier  
was to get into archery hunting.  My 
husband warned me that it would be a 
difficult sport to master, but with de-
termination and practice he thought I 
would be able to succeed.  

Come July of this year, I knew 
it was time to start shopping for a 
bow.  I wanted a bow that had great 
reviews and catered more to women.  
After shooting multiple bows, I de-
cided that the Mathews Jewel was 
the best fit for me.  After ordering 
my bow, I was able to put my hands 
on it the second week of August.  I 
knew I had a lot of practice and a 
very little amount of time to do it be-
fore the season began in September.  

I was in the back yard almost every 
day trying to perfect my shot.  

In the beginning I was terrible.  Af-
ter a few bruises on my support arm 
from the string slapping it, and a few 
broken arrows from going through 
my back fence, I began to improve 
significantly.  Every day that I prac-
ticed my group of arrows would get 
closer together.  

The opening weekend of bow 
season is when I put my practice to 
the test.  I was extremely nervous 
because I didn’t have my husband 
there to coach me in the stand like I 
did when I first picked up a rifle.  My 
hunt began by seeing a few turkeys 
walking up and down the food plot.  
Towards the end of my hunt, I saw 
my first deer, a tall spike.  Of course, 
my husband and I don’t shoot young-
er bucks but being my first deer with 
a bow, I figured I would try.  He 
walked to the corn pile which was 
around 29 yards away but was act-
ing nervous because the wind was 
blowing my scent straight to him.  
I picked up my bow and put my 30 
yard pin right behind the shoulder.  

As soon as I pulled the trigger, the 
buck ducked.  I saw my arrow go 
right over his back.  I was discour-
aged but I knew it would probably 
take a while for me to connect with 
a deer. 

A few hunts after my first miss, 
no deer walked into my range to 
shoot. The third weekend into bow 
season, I was given another oppor-
tunity to connect with a deer when 
two does walked out. This time I 
was extremely nervous because I 
was thinking about the last time I 
missed.  One of the does was about 
27 yards away.  Since my last deer 
ducked my arrow, I decided I was 
going to use my 20 yard pin and aim 
low on the deer.  This time I aimed 
too low and my arrow went directly 
under her stomach.  

After missing twice, I knew I need-
ed some more practice.  So my hus-
band and I went out in the back yard 
with the range finder and mixed it 
up a little bit. Instead of shooting 
at 20 yards with my 20 yard pin, I 
stepped back to 30 yards and used 
my 20 yard pin.  This would help me 
understand where my arrow was go-

ing to be positioned on the deer.  He 
also taught me where to aim incase 
a deer would duck my arrow. I felt 
like this practice was very important 
to help me land the next deer.

On Friday, October 10th, 2014, my 
husband and I headed out to Ivan-
hoe Hunting Club to try again.  He 
dropped me off at my stand and told 
me to take my time and remember 
the basics that we practiced.  After 
getting into the stand around 3:30 
and getting situated, it was only a 
matter of twenty minutes before 
the turkey’s started to walk up and 
down the plot.  Come 4:30 I was al-
ready hearing things walking in the 
woods behind me.  Around 5:00, I 
glanced at the cut over near the corn 
pile and noticed what appeared to 
me a button buck walking in.  Once 
he got to the corn pile, I noticed he 
was actually a broke off spike.  I 
knew he was a younger deer but 
I felt  like the opportunity would 
only present itself so many times 
and, being my first deer, I guess my 
standards were lowered.  I let him 
feed for about 15 minutes to relax 
and get used to the turkeys  which 

My First Deer With A Bow
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were also still feeding next to the 
corn pile.  He quartered away and 
I drew back my bow.  He was at 25 
yards so I put my 20 yard pin on him 
and aimed behind the shoulder.  I 
took a deep breath and then pulled 
the trigger.  I immediately heard the 
“thud” of the arrow hitting him. He 
turned away from me so I couldn’t 
see where I hit him.  All I was able to 
see was my fletching’s hanging out of 
him as he ran back into the cut over 
and I lost sight of him.  I was shaking 
so badly with excitement; I thought 
I was going to fall out of the tree.  I 
called my husband while still sit-
ting in the stand. I whispered to him 
about what happened and he said 
that we should wait a little bit before 
we start tracking. After an hour and 
a half sitting there with anticipa-
tion, my husband and father-in-law 
showed up to help track.  The blood 
trail started off pretty good and we 

located my arrow about 20 yards 
from the corn pile.  There was blood 
all the way to the fletching’s but we 

knew we probably didn’t have an 
exit.  The blood trail started to get 
weaker and I was beginning to think 
I didn’t make a good shot. We then 
got back on a good blood trail and 
my husband told me to look to my 
left in the broom straw.  There laid 
my deer and I couldn’t contain the 
excitement.  I just about tackled my 
husband and the happy tears began 
to flow.  There is truly no other feel-
ing like killing a deer with a bow.  I 
have only been hunting for four years 
but killing a deer with a bow is much 
different than with a rifle.  With my 
husband and I both in law enforce-
ment, picking up a rifle was like sec-
ond nature.  A bow was a different 
story.  

Bow hunting is now one of my pas-
sions and I can’t wait for the next 
time I can connect with a deer…
hopefully something much bigger!

Media contact: Geoff Cantrell
919-707-0186

geoff.cantrell@ncwildlife.org
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 

Blaze Orange Requirements and Recommendations for North Carolina
 
RALEIGH, N.C. (Oct. 8, 2014) — The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission’s Home From The 
Hunt™ safety campaign is reminding hunters to follow blaze orange requirements and making 
safety recommendations to others who spend time outdoors.
In North Carolina, hunters are required to wear a cap, hat or an outer garment in blaze orange 
that is visible from all sides when hunting bear, feral hogs, deer, rabbit, squirrel, grouse, 
pheasant or quail with a firearm. Hunters also are required to wear blaze orange while hunting 
with a bow on Sunday during the black powder and gun seasons.
“Wearing blaze orange is an easy and effective step for safety,” said Travis Casper, the state 
Hunter Education Program coordinator. “Blaze orange, also known as hunter orange, isn’t a 
color found in nature, making it instantly recognizable as a human presence. It is instantly 
recognizable and signals caution to the viewer. Going a step farther, in low-light conditions 
hunters should consider using a flashlight when changing locations.”
The Home From The Hunt™ campaign recommends everyone wear blaze orange when outdoors 
in areas shared with hunters. Blaze orange clothing stands out against an outdoor background 
and studies have proven it increases visibility of the wearer in low-light situations. Blaze orange 
also can be helpful in locating someone lost or injured.
For more information on hunting seasons, Hunting Heritage Apprentice Permits and the Hunter 
Education Program, go to www.ncwildlife.org or call 919-707-0031.  
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I took my 8 year old nephew,  Landon 
Reynolds, bowfishing last year but he was 
along for the ride since I did not have bow 
for him.  He spotted a flounder I missed 
and he was so excited.

This year, I took him and his grandfather 
bowfishing in the sound.  Dave has never 
shot a bow before.  I gave Landon a com-
pound bow for Christmas but he has only 
shot at targets.

The wind had been blowing for days 
which limited when we could go.  We ar-
rived at the ramp and the wind was calm.  
The flag was hanging down and limp.  
Not even moving.  The moon was full and 
bright.  Water was slick.  It was a gorgeous 
time to be on the water.

We took a short boat ride to a spot I had 
not tried before, fully expecting the water 
to be very muddy.  We could see a couple 
feet down but the water was still calm so 
I thought we might be able to see some-
thing.

In just a few minutes, they had both shot 
at needlefish and small mullets but no con-
tact.  Then I saw a movement on Landon’s 
side of the boat and told him there was a 
ray.  He looked down, raised the bow and 
took the shot acting like he had done it 
many times before.  His string streamed 
under the boat and I could only see the ar-
row in the water.   It was going away fast 
but I took a backup shot and connected.  
So now we had lines off both sides of the 
boat attached to a sting ray that was going 
for deeper water.

I grabbed the lines and it took a few sec-
onds to stop losing so much line because it 
was going away fast, really fast.  I started 
working it back to the boat.  Then I saw 
how big it was.  Dave handed me the gaff.  
I swung under and missed on the first at-
tempt.  Second attempt I connected and 
managed to get the ray to the side of the 
boat but barely under control.  It was 
splashing water on all of us, but especially 
Dave who was standing beside the gun-
wale.  He got soaked!  I told them to back 
up as I swung the ray up and into the fish 
barrel.  Both arrows still there, I congratu-
lated Landon on his ray.  It was bigger than 
I expected at over 42 pounds.

So one fish in the boat.  Then the wind 
started blowing again;  Really blowing.  In 

a few minutes it was 
waves everywhere.  A 
short while later,  it was 
white capping.  

We saw one ray that 
did not give us much of a 
shot.  Dave and Landon 
tried, but missed. I 
worked us toward a 
leeward side of some 
trees and slow trolled 
but only seeing mullet.  
I heard Dave shoot and 
he told me he had a fish 
on.  He had shot a mul-
let - one of the hardest 
of fish to hit.  One more 
missed ray later and we 
called it a night.  The 
water was getting too 
rough to be safe.

So Landon was feel-
ing cocky about his 
shooting prowess, he 
picked on Dave the rest 
of the trip.  Dave took it 
all in jest.  

I told Landon it will be a long time be-
fore he gets one bigger than this one.  Dave 
told me he is hooked.  Landon said  “Uncle 
Andy, when can we go again?”  One trip 
and I ruined 2 people.

Smiles all around and a meal of fresh fish 
was being planned.

I called Landon on his birthday and he 
told me he wanted a bowfishing trip for his 
birthday present.

Landon Reynold’s Southern Ray 
weighed 42 lb.-12 oz.  It was 50 0/8” 
long (nose to tip of tail), and had a 30 
0/8” wingspan. 

Landon’s Ray
by: Andy Smith

                                       
              NCBA - 2015  RABBIT BOWHUNT
January 24, 2015
Starting at 9:00 a.m.   Rain or Shine !
Meet at: “4 Corners”..Intersection of US 158 and Hwy. 119 in Caswell 
County.
OR, drive about 1 mile north on Hwy. 119 and look for us on the left.  
You’ll see a bunch of vehicles parked about 150 yards off the road,  next 
to a barn.
                     GPS Coordinates:  N 36.40968;  W079.20856

                              Call: Mickey Strader (336) 339-9095
This event is open to NCBA members and non-members alike.
                                 NO RSVP Required !
Lunch Provided: Homemade Chile & Hot Dogs!
NO BROADHEADS!  Field points w/Washers or Adder-Points, Judo Points or 
Blunts ONLY!
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Bob Hooven gets it done in Kansas... 
…Again!

Good morning Ramon,… Hope 
you›re doing good.

I’m in Missouri now.  I stayed over 
night with a friend.  Attached is a buck 
I shot on Friday, (10-31-2014),  in Great 
Bend, KS.

I was hunting on the ground sit-
ting on a portable seat strapped to a 
tree.  My position was high on a dry 
creek bank with the only puddle of 
water within a mile just to my left.  It 
was just getting light and I sat down.  I 
heard a twig snap over to my right.  Out 
of the corner of my eye I saw it was a 
deer.  l grabbed my bow, drew,  and 
turned to see a buck had already got-
ten within 15 yards of me.  Visibility 
was still low but I saw he had a rack.  I 
thought he was the 130” I saw the eve-
ning before.

Well after a now or never split 
second decision, the arrow was on its’ 
way.  He only made it 50 yds. before 
folding.  Now the game was over. My 
tag was filled, and the recovery of the 
meat was about to begin.

Bob Hooven

TRAIL-CAM  PICS
From NCBA Members…

October is just the best! The deer are changing quickly now- cooler weather and deer that only showed in the 
night are tripping my cameras in full sunlight. It’s an exciting time to sit in a treestand and it’s just going to get bet-
ter!October is just the best! The deer are changing quickly now- cooler 
weather and deer that only showed in the night are tripping my camer-
as in full sunlight. It’s an exciting time to sit in a treestand and it’s just 
going to get better!.... 

 
Aaron Honeycut

Other Pics from:  
Drew Harr 
Tommy Thompson 
Ramon Bell...
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Pink Atkins Arrows 10th 
P&Y Buck in Iowa

My Father in- law is Pink At-
kins,  He  is 81 and is also a Life Time 
member of The North Carolina Bow-
hunters Association (NCBA). He has 
killed his 10th Pope and Young Deer, 
which means for those who do not 
know what Pope and Young is, Iit 
is record book for scoring BIG Deer 
with bow & arrow...

He shot him with his 38lb.Bow 

in Gravity, lowa this evening. (10-31-
2014).

We wanted to share these with 
you and the NC Bowhuntets Associ-
ation.

Way to go Pink!
Rita Atkins, Kernersville, NC
NOTE: Pink Atkins is also a 

member of the NCBA Bowhunt-
ing Hall of Fame.  He fell from a 

tree stand in Iowa several years 
ago and permanently injured his 
left shoulder. He began shooting 
a left hand bow with low draw 
weight so he could continue to 
bowhunt. He was shooting a 38 
lb. (draw weight) bow when he 
shot this  buck.
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Pat West; 3990 Drolc Lane; Piedmont, SD 57769; 
605-787-5177;    605-381-3316-Cell 

Email: patwest@dakotaranchoutfitters.com

:  
Contact: 204-785-1711; Email: info@hastingsbros.com

 

Mike & Karen Helbing; 11481 140th St.; Powersville, MO 64672 
608-572-2389; helbing@wwbeest.com

 

www.sksafaris.co.za   Tel. 0833094657 

 

133 East Collins St.; Mendon, IL 62351;  217-430-6579 

 

  800 National Ave.;Tipton, IA; 52772; 563-357-5278

Chris McClellan, 5368-B Lockett Rd., Rice, VA 23966 • 434-603-2803

133 East Collins Street. Mendon, IL 62351 • 217-430-6579
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Contact Charles Decker to book your hunt in Northampton County, NC 

Contact Charles Decker

Dan Cross, 21066 38th Ave., Ellis, KS 67637 • 765-623-1269
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Corrections to Summer Magazine
These two photos had errors in the captions in 
the Summer, 2014 magazine.

Top left is Dale Collins with a Southern Ray.

Top right is Johnny Albright (L) and Steve 
Greeson with their turkeys.
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*Be a WDR…Represent NCBA: email: president@ncbowhunter.com 

Legislative Chairman:
Mickey Strader  336-339-9095  gbh2hunt@gmail.com 

Legislative Co-Chairs:
Tommy Kimball  704-202-6595  Bowkimball@aol.com 
Steve Graf  919-428-0398  stephengraf1@gmail.com 

Legislative Committee - NCBA Wildlife District Reps (WDR’s)

Dist. 1

Douglas B. Green  757-390-9969 47flgreen@gmail.com 
Talmadge Dunn  252-435-6092  bowhuntor@yahoo.com 

Dist. 2

Willie Allen  252-975-2549  outbackoutfitters@cox.net 
Clyde W. Dougherty 910-262-8608  clyded@americanfiretech.com 

Dist. 3

Daniel Boylan  919-562-8042  wods2@embarqmail.com 
Brent Barnes  252-291-9392  brentbarnes@hotmail.com  
Bill Howard  252-337-1192  bhoward3rd@embarqmail.com 
Clark Purvis  252-826-4288  roanokeriverwaterfowl@gmail.com   

Dist. 4

Curt Clifford  203-918-5453  3rdaxisarchery@gmail.com 
Ken Jones  910-575-7944  kajones@atmc.net 

Dist. 5

Randy Mabe  336-939-7162  HuntRMabe@aol.com 
Todd McDonald    919-479-1692  htoddmc@netzero.net 
Matt Quick             919-477-9963  mattquick1@netzero.net
Andy N. Smith  919-302-2102  andy.n.smith@gmail.com 
Andrew Harr  336-965-3196  dnataxidermy1@hotmail.com 
Charles Burrow  336-301-3505  burrowapd@mail.com

Dist. 6

Ben Graham             704-436-2509  hcbben@aol.com 
Tommy Hall    704-577-8462  tommy@tommstaxidermy.com 
John Napier  704-647-1856  napieraj@yahoo.com  

Dist. 7

Mike Absher  336-977-1226  mnka@skybest.com 
Lewis Ostwalt        704-871-0639  bowbender91@bellsouth.net 
Richie Roberts        336-593-8307  theroberts3202@msn.com 

Dist. 8

David Haggist          704-435-0265  davidhaggist@yahoo.com 
Bill Stroupe              704-263-4564  billstroupe129@aol.com 
Steven Walters  704-906-7651  ncbawdr8@gmail.com  

Dist. 9

David Whitmire        828-966-4716 avery@citcom.net 
Devin Gentry  828-553-5021  devingentry@hotmail.com 
Eddie Youngblood 828-681-8743 eyoungblood@cityofhendersonville.org 

Rev: 9-22-2014

NCBA Legislative Committee & WDR’s
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Schedule of Events: 
Oct. 18-26, 2014: Annual Butner Hunt; Dinner 
Fri. Night at N.G. Armory beginning at approx.. 8 pm.

Jan. 24, 2015: Annual NCBA Rabbit Hunt in 
Caswell County. (See Magazine for info)

Jan. 25, 2015: EC Meeting

Feb. 27-28 & Mar. 1, 2015 is DDC; (NCBA 
Banquet is Feb. 28, 2015 at 6 pm in Kerr-Scott Build-
ing.)

April 26, 2015:  EC Meeting

May 15-16, 2015: Fresh Water Bowfishing 
Tourn.: Jamie Brady coordinator (336-669-0307)..

Mid-June, 2015: Salt-Water Bowfishing 
“BASH” at Dudley’s Marina; Joey Thompson coor-
dinator (336-972-1486)..

June 28, 2015: EC Meeting

Aug. 2, 2015: Picnic at Guilford Bowhunters

Sept. 28, 2015: EC Meeting



36  | North Carolina Bowhunter Magazine



  North Carolina Bowhunter Magazine |  37

Enjoy one of Carolina’s finest family oriented guide services. Conveniently 
located in and serving North Central N.C.  Youth Hunts available.

Call: David Bearden -“Longbeard”  
Mobile: 336-215-7288  •  Home/Office: 336-342-6219

BABINC

Bradley A. Haney - Level #1, 11-10-14
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2014 NCBA Legislator Of The Year
The NCBA sends our thanks to Rep. John A. Faircloth (Dist. 61, Guilford County) for his untiring work to get our “POACHER 
REWARD FUND” (PRF) bill passed last year.  North Carolina now has one of the STRONGEST anti-poacher reward laws in 
the USA, if not the STRONGEST!  At the NCBA 28th Annual Awards Banquet, held Saturday, March 1, 2014), Rep. Faircloth was 
named the “NCBA LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR” for his work in getting this bill drafted and passed by the NC General Assem-
bly during the 2013 legislative session. The annual event was held in the Kerr-Scott Building at the NC State Fairgrounds during 
the 2014 Dixie Deer Classic in Raleigh, N.C.

The law (Gen. Statute § 113-294.1) is in effect now.  It pays up to $1,000 for tips that lead to conviction of wildlife law violators based 
upon the severity of the offense. A portion of violators fine goes directly into the “Poacher Reward Fund”, which is mainained by 
the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission.  Sportsmen and sportsmen’s clubs, conservation associations and corpora-
tions can make tax free donations directly into the fund and are encouraged to budget funds to go into the PRF each year to help 
fund the effort to apprehend poachers, trespassers and serious hunting violators each year.

The NCBA thanks him for his continuing support and hard work to make North Carolina the best place to hunt.
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